Synthesis Essay AP Lang Example

The situation has been known for years, and still very little is being done: alternative power is the
only way to reliably power the changing world. The draw of power coming from industry and
private life is overwhelming current sources of non-renewable power, and with dwindling
supplies of fossil fuels, it is merely a matter of time before coal and gas fuel plants are no longer
in operation. So one viable alternative is wind power. But as with all things, there are pros and
cons. The main factors for power companies to consider when building wind farms are
environmental boon, aesthetic, and economic factors.

The environmental benefits of using wind power are well-known and proven. Wind power is, as
qualified by Source B, undeniably clean and renewable. From their production requiring very little
in the way of dangerous materials to their lack of fuel, besides that which occurs naturally, wind
power is by far one of the least environmentally impactful sources of power available. In addition,
wind power by way of gearbox and advanced blade materials, has the highest percentage of
energy retention. According to Source F, wind power retains 1,164% of the energy put into the
system —meaning that it increases the energy converted from fuel (wind) to electricity 10 times!
No other method of electricity production is even half that efficient. The efficiency and clean
nature of wind power are important to consider, especially because they contribute back to
power companies economically.

Economically, wind power is both a boon and a bone to electric companies and other users. For
consumers, wind power is very cheap, leading to lower bills than from any other source.
Consumers also get an indirect reimbursement by way of taxes (Source D). In one Texan town,
McCamey, tax revenue increased 30% from a wind farm being erected in the town. This helps to
finance improvements to the town. But, there is no doubt that wind power is also hurting the
power companies. Although, as renewable power goes, wind is incredibly cheap, it is still
significantly more expensive than fossil fuels. So, while it is helping to cut down on emissions, it
costs electric companies more than traditional fossil fuel plants. While the general economic
trend is positive, there are some setbacks which must be overcome before wind power can take
over as truly more effective than fossil fuels.

Aesthetics may be the greatest setback for power companies. Although there may be significant
economic and environmental benefit to wind power, people will always fight to preserve pure,
unspoiled land. Unfortunately, not much can be done to improve the visual aesthetics of the
turbines. White paint is the most common choice because it "[is] associated with cleanliness."
(Source E). But, this can make it stand out like a sore thumb, and make the gargantuan machines
seem more out of place. The site can also not be altered because it affects generating capacity.
Sound is almost worse of a concern because it interrupts personal productivity by interrupting
people's sleep patterns. One thing for power companies to consider is working with turbine
manufacturing to make the machines less aesthetically impactful, so as to garner greater public
support.



As with most things, wind power has no easy answer. It is the responsibility of the companies
building them to weigh the benefits and the consequences. But, by balancing economics,
efficiency, and aesthetics, power companies can create a solution which balances human impact
with environmental preservation.



